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Hip-Hop, the dominant cultural movement of our time, was established by the Black and Latino
youth of New York’s South Bronx neighborhood in the early 1970s. Over the last five decades,
hip-hop’s primary means of expression—deejaying, emceeing, b-boying, and graffiti—have
become globally recognized creative practices in their own right, and each has significantly
impacted the urban built environment

CLOSE TO THE EDGE: THE BIRTH OF HIP-HOP ARCHITECTURE – explores a design
movement that embodies the collective creative energies native to young denizens of urban
neighborhoods. Its designers produce spaces, buildings, and environments that translate hip-
hop’s energy and spirit into built form. 

This exhibit was curated by Sekou Cooke, an architect, researcher, educator, and curator born in
Jamaica and based in Charlotte, NC. He is the newly appointed Director of the Master of Urban
Design program at UNC Charlotte and a recipient of the 2021/2022 Nasir Jones HipHop
Fellowship at the Hutchins Center for African & African American Research at Harvard University.

The Octagon is the museum of the Architects Foundation, a 501c3 charity affiliated with The
American Institute of Architects (AIA). AIA represents more than 95,000 architects internationally.






