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A Letter from Our Board Chair 

Dear Valued Donors and Volunteers, 

As I write this in June 2025, I'm reflecting on an exceptional year of impact for the Architects Foundation—and 
looking ahead with tremendous optimism as we welcome our new Executive Director, Jennifer Calvert Hall, 
concluding a thoughtful selection process that began in late 2024. 

Your unwavering support in 2024 enabled us to achieve remarkable results across every aspect of our mission. 
Here's the impact you made possible: 

Investing in the Next Generation 

We invested in the next generation with nearly $200,000 in scholarships, reaching 51 emerging architects and 
design professionals through our programs. With 27 new scholarship recipients and continued support for 24 
Scholars, we’re building a more inclusive profession that reflects the communities we serve. These 
investments are now unified under our streamlined Next Generation Scholarship program launching this year. To 
champion this program’s new branding, our flagship scholarship will be referred to in this impact report under its 
new title, Next Generation Scholarship. 

We continue to help transform Communities through the Communities by Design initiative, which delivered 
tangible change across Texas, Vermont, and Tennessee. Through 13 strategic engagements, we impacted over 
2,000 participants while responding to 150+ global requests for design assistance. From neighborhood 
revitalization to equitable planning solutions, your support helped communities harness the power of design to 
address their most pressing challenges. 

Through public programming at the Octagon, we served over 1,200 visitors with four dynamic exhibitions, 
including partnerships with The Graham Foundation and Howard University. Beyond programming, your 
contributions funded critical preservation work—a new roof and accessible ramp construction—ensuring this 
historic landmark remains welcoming and inspiring for future generations. 

As we look ahead, we are positioned for greater impact. With Jennifer Calvert Hall now leading our team, we're 
deepening our commitments to scholarships, community support and interpretation in ways both old and new. 
This leadership transition represents our commitment to fresh thinking grounded in proven values. We have much 
to look forward to! 

Your support created lasting change in 2024. Every scholarship opened doors. Every community engagement 
sparked transformation. Every exhibition inspired new perspectives on design's potential. 

Thank you for making this impact possible. Together, we're building a more inclusive, resilient future through 
architecture and design. 

With deep gratitude, 

 
Bill Roschen 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Architects Foundation 

Ready to amplify your impact? Contact us about expanded giving and volunteer opportunities in 2025. 
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Scholarships 

Every year, the Architects Foundation awards thousands of dollars in architecture scholarships and professional 
development grants to the next generation of diverse designers. Sherwin Williams, Fireclay Tile, RS&H, and our 
network of alumni and supporters are shaping the future of the industry and the built environment, and in 2023, 
they helped us invest more than $137,000 across our seven programs.  

Our largest scholarship program, the Next Generation Scholarship, was established by the American Institute of 
Architects in collaboration with the Ford Foundation in 1970 to support ethnically diverse students who are 
entering, enrolling in, or transferring to an NAAB-accredited undergraduate architecture program. The Scholarship 
gives trade school and college students the chance to transform their career trajectory, with financial support 
and access to AF’s extensive network of alumni, mentors, and scholars. Students may renew scholarships every 
year until degree completion for up to five years ($20,000 total award). For the third year in a row, support from 
Material Bank allowed us to bring five Scholars to the AIA Conference on Architecture and Design in Washington, 
DC. 
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Scholarships by the Numbers 

In 2024, donors contributed a total of $125,885 to the Next Generation Scholarship, and eight new scholars joined 
our cohort. In total we supported more than 50 currently enrolled Scholars.  

The Yann Weymouth Graduate Scholarship was awarded to Jada Cannon, and the Payette Sho-Ping Chin 
Memorial Academic Scholarship to Dagny Carlsson. These exceptionally talented architecture students will 
receive one full year of mentorship in addition to their scholarship funds. 

 The Architects Foundation awarded the 2024 Jason Pettigrew Memorial ARE Scholarship to 10 emerging 
professionals to defray the costs associated with the Architect Registration Examination (ARE). Scholarship 
recipients will receive funds to cover the cost of the ARE, as well as $500 for study materials to prepare for testing.  

The Sho-Ping Chin Women’s Leadership Summit Grant allowed five talented women architects to attend the 
annual event in Boston. Finally, the Architects Foundation awarded the inaugural Student Loan Relief Grant to 
provide $5,000 of support to two recent architecture graduates. 



      Architects Foundation Annual Report 2024 
 

   
 

 

The Octagon 

A Washington, DC, landmark built in 1799, The Octagon is a living laboratory for historic preservation, 
sustainability, and community engagement, as well as the home of AF’s core programs. In 2024, we welcomed 
more than 3,000 visitors for public and private tours of The Octagon. We hosted popular annual events, including 
“Poltergeists & Pints” and “Parallel Histories,” as well as new seasonal events, including “Gingerbread 
Architecture.”  

We received a grant from the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities that allowed us to make progress on 
critical updates to our building envelope. Stay tuned as we complete capital projects to improve the building’s 
energy performance and climate control through 2026! 

In 2024, we had the privilege of welcoming more than 10,000 members of our design community to Washington, 
DC, during the AIA Conference on Architecture & Design. Hundreds of AIA members attended tours and events at 
The Octagon. To mark the event, we commissioned all-new exhibitions: an installation of contemporary furniture in 
partnership with Heller and the Museum of Design Atlanta, a progress update on the AIA HQ Building Renewal, an 
exploration of sustainable preservation practices at work in The Octagon, and an exhibit highlighting four 
Communities by Design projects across the country.  
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Communities by Design 

In April, CxD worked with Monteagle, TN, and produced a final report that included a host of strategies for main 
street revitalization.  In September, CxD worked with four Vermont towns on strategies to address their housing 
crises and resilience challenges following successive historic floods. In October, CxD began a new project in 
Austin, TX, involving a host of urbanism issues surrounding a major highway expansion project. The Austin City 
Council passed a resolution expressing unanimous support for the project, noting that “DATs have been used as a 
catalyst for other major local planning efforts such as the Palm District Plan and South Central Waterfront Vision 
Plan.”  

CxD organized programming for AIA’s Conference on Architecture & Design that featured several components, 
including multiple community tours for professionals and students, a high-level Professional Series Panel with 
planning directors from multiple cities, a Communities by Design exhibit on the Expo floor and at the Octagon, and 
a discussion group on conflict and community. Other 2024 educational activities included leading a tour of the 
Union Market District for 27 students from around the country as a part of the AIAS Grassroots program and 
incorporating students from the University of Massachusetts as well as international observers from Vietnam and 
Thailand into the Vermont Design Assistance Team project. 

Publications in 2024 included an article titled “Community Change and Our Civic Stress Test” for the spring edition 
of the National Civic Review and inclusion in the APA’s Guidebook Strategic Planning for Communities and 
Organizations, which includes numerous examples of CxD community work in Helper, Utah; Dublin, Ireland; 
Freetown, Sierra Leone; Avon, Massachusetts; and Northampton, Massachusetts. CxD also delivered workshops 
for the NEA’s Citizens Institute on Rural Design (CIRD) network and the EPA’s Smart Growth Network.  



      Architects Foundation Annual Report 2024 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Contributions, 
$379,667

Sponsorship 
Revenue, $24,400

Rental Revenue, 
$2,500

Grant Revenue, 
$217,700

In Kind Contributions, 
$977,722

Tour Revenue, $5,909
Other, $49,937

Total Revenue: $1,657,835

Programming, 
$215,547 

Scholarships, Grants, 
$344,722 

Fundraising, $484,602 

The Octagon, $554,498 

Administrative, 
$331,723 

Total Expenditures: $1,931,092 
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Architects Foundation 2024 Donor List 
 
Cornerstone Partner 
DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities 
 
Platinum  
JACOBS  
Fireclay Tile 
 
Gold 
Material Bank 
Architectural Record, a BNP Media Company 
The American Institute of Architects (AIA) 
 
Silver 
GAF 
Sharon Haar, FAIA 

Beyer Blinder Belle, LLP 
The Shade Store 

 
Bronze 
Constance Lai, FAIA 
Eric Edelson 
CTA Architects, P.C. 
Shepley Bulfinch 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Shreck 
Ashley Wilson, FAIA 
Kenneth A. Lewis, AIA 

The William and Lia G. Poorvu 
Family Foundation 

Havenly 

 
Copper 
William Ruhl 
Caroline Fitzgerald 
Ching Hua Ho 
SmithGroup 
Civic Entertainment Group 
Dimick Foundation 
Santa Cruz County Bank 
Tournesol Siteworks 
Thomas Luebke, FAIA 

Laura Flusche 
Dallimore & Co. 
John Robbins 
R. Steven Lewis, FAIA 
Sharon Liebowitz 
Brian Johnson and Mary Rae Joseph 
Donor Advised Fund 
Buddy Bolton 
Timothy Hawk, FAIA 

Dahlia Nduom 
W. Howard Bruning 
Hartman-Cox Architects 
HKS, Inc. 
Fortified Accounting 
Manning Development, Inc. 
Steve O’Neil 
Ken Higa, AIA 

 
Stone 
KSS Architects LLP 
Michelle Linden 
Amy J. Slattery AIA 
Corey and Sara Clayborne 
Carl Elefante FAIA 

Robert Ivy FAIA 
Mr. Graham Davidson FAIA 
MK Lanzillotta FAIA 
John Pearce FAIA 
Lakisha Ann Woods CAE 

Vaughn Lewis Assoc. AIA 
Moody Nolan 
Pella Windows & Doors 
Gensler 
Benjamin Moore

TYLIN | Silman Structural Solutions 
Laguna Clay Company 
WAP Sustainability 

Carolyn Panzer 
Elemental Green | Zero Energy 
Project 

Central Ag Supply 
The Beck Group 
Amber Kidd Lombardo 

 
Steel 
Jabran Samaan 
DIGSAU Architecture 
STEVE BERMAN 
Praveen Patel 
Ralph Eddy Raymond AIA 

Planifi, LLC 
Janette Blackburn 
Mark Ginsberg FAIA 
Andrew Cupples FAIA 
Kyle Rene Brooks 

David Prager 
Brian Friel 
Apartment Therapy Media


	Annual Report 2024 Draft_10.14.25.pdf
	Pages from AF Annual Report 2023.pdf



